
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Gathering Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ Be Present” - Reclaim # 44

V1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with light divine,
And let thy truth within us shine.

V3 Until we join the hosts that cry,
“Thou holy sart, O Lord most high!”
And ‘mid the light of that blest place
Shall gaze upon thee face to face.

V2 Unseal our lips to sing thy praise,
Our souls to thee in worship raise,
Our faith increase, our minds enlight,
That we may know thy name aright.

V4 All glory to the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To thee, O Blessed Trinity,
Be praise throughout eternity!

Welcome & Opening Prayer (March Mission: Chosen People Ministries)
Pastor: The Lord be with you
Congregation: And also with you

Opening Hymn: “Nothing but the Blood” - Family of God # 266

V1What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

V3 Nothing can for sin atone
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Refrain
O! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

V2 For my pardon this I see
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
For my cleansing this my plea
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

V4 This is all my hope and peace
Nothing but the blood of Jesus
This is all my righteousness
Nothing but the blood of Jesus

Confession (From Reclaim)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sin to God our Father,
imploring him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
C: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Time for silent reflection)
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to you that we are by nature
sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed.
Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us. Have mercy on us, and for his
sake grant us remission of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of
you and of your will and true obedience to your word, so that by your grace we may come to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has given his only Son to die for
us and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe in his name, he gives power to
become children of God and bestows on them his Holy Spirit. All who believe and are baptized
shall be saved. Grant this, O Lord, unto us all.
C: Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 12:1-3,5-8,11-14,26-27 (NIV)
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first
month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man
is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.
The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the
sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of
the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and
put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same
night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without
yeast.
This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your
staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.
“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and
animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for
you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive
plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival
to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.
And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the
Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our
homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped.

Epistle Lesson: Acts 2:41-47 (NIV)
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All
the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to
give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Gospel Readings: Matthew 26:17-32 (NIV)
On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where
do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed time is
near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” So the disciples did as
Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”
Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of
Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would
be better for him if he had not been born.”
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Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You have said so.”
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell
you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you
in my Father’s kingdom.”
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:
“‘I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”

P: The Word of God for the people of God C: Thanks be to God

Message “Breaking Bread Together: Following Jesus with Matthew”
- Pastor Daren Blanck

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Communion
Please come forward during the communion song and take a cup of wine or grape juice and a wafer back
to your seats. If you are joining us at home, please use your own bread or crackers and wine or juice.
We believe the Lord’s Supper is a “means of grace” offered freely to all who seek Him. Please join us.

Communion Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” Reclaim # 85

V1 Break thou the bread of life, Dear Lord, to me,
As thou didst break the loaves Beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page I seek thee, Lord;
My spirit pants for thee, O living Word!

V2 Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, To me, to me,
As thou didst bless the bread by Galilee;
Then shall all bondage cease, All fetters fall;
And I shall find my peace, My all in all!
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Words of Institution and Prayer of Thanksgiving (From “With One Voice”)
P: Holy and merciful God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you gave your

Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
C: Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving and to conform our lives to his, through

the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
P: Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, now and forever,
C: Amen

Announcements & Benediction

Closing Hymn: “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” - Family of God # 274

V1 Alas! and did my Savior bleed
And did my sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred Head
For sinners such as I?

V4 Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes to tears.

V2Was it for sins that I have done
He suffered on the tree?
Amazing pity! grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

V5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe:
Here, Lord, I give my self away
‘Tis all that I can do.

Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will! Alleluia. Amen

Sending Hymn: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds" - Family of God # 560

V1 Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

V3We share each other’s woes,
Each other’s burdens bear;
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear

V2 Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

V4 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
And sin we shall be free;
And perfect love and joy shall reign
Through all eternity.

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Lavona Czaplicki
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