
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, January 29, 2023

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Gathering Hymn: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” - With One Voice # 730

V1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior’s praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
And I am full of grace.
Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age
This blessing shall proclaim
Great wonders you have done for me
And holy is your name

V3 To Israel, your servant blest,
Your help is ever sure;
The promise to our parents made
Their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
Give honor to the Word,
And praise the Pow’r of the Most High,
One God, by all adored.

V2 To all who live in holy fear
Your mercy ever flows
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
Their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
The lowly throned instead;
The hungry filled with all good things,
The rich sent off unfed.

Opening Hymn: “Abide with Me” - Reclaim # 62  v. 1,2,4

V1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

V4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me!

V2 I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour;
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.

Welcome & Opening Prayer (January Mission: Global Health Ministries & Ukraine Relief)
Pastor: The Lord be with you
Congregation: And also with you

Confession (From “With One Voice”)
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
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P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Old Testament Readings: Psalm 104:2-4, 10-15, 31 (NIV)
The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment;

he stretches out the heavens like a tent
and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.

He makes the clouds his chariot
and rides on the wings of the wind.

He makes winds his messengers,
flames of fire his servants.

He makes springs pour water into the ravines;
it flows between the mountains.

They give water to all the beasts of the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

The birds of the sky nest by the waters;
they sing among the branches.

He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;
the land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.

He makes grass grow for the cattle and plants for people to cultivate,
bringing forth food from the earth:

Wine that gladdens human hearts, oil to make their faces shine,
and bread that sustains their hearts.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works!

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, 11:17-18, 20-22, 28-29 (NIV)
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is
not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who
are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.
In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. In the
first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to
some extent I believe it…. So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for
when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person
remains hungry and another gets drunk. Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise
the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you?
Certainly not in this matter!
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. For those
who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves.
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Gospel: John 6:5-14, 27-35, 15:1-5 (NIV)
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we
buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he
was going to do.
Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one
to have a bite!”
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small
barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down
(about five thousand men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to
those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.
When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let
nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five
barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.
After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is
to come into the world…”
[Jesus said to them,] “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”
Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”
Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you
do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven
to eat.’”
Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but
it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the bread that
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty…
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from me you can do nothing.”

P: The Word of God for the people of God
C: Thanks be to God

Message
"Unwrapping the Names of Jesus: Jesus the Bread of Life, Jesus the True Vine”

- Pastor Daren Blanck
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Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Communion
Please come forward during the communion song and take a cup of wine or grape juice and a wafer back
to your seats.  If you are joining us at home, please use your own bread or crackers and wine or juice.
We believe the Lord’s Supper is a “means of grace” offered freely to all who seek Him.  Please join us.

Communion Hymn: “One Bread, One Body” - Worship & Praise # 111

Refrain One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

V2 Many the gifts, many the works,
One in the Lord of all.

V1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
Woman or man, no more.

V3 Grain for the field, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all.

Words of Institution and Prayer of Thanksgiving (From “With One Voice”)
P: Holy and merciful God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you gave your

Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
C: Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving and to conform our lives to his, through

the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
P: Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, now and forever,
C: Amen

Announcements & Benediction
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Closing Hymn: “I Received the Living God” - With One Voice # 700  v. 1,2,4

Refrain I received the living God,
And my heart is full of joy.
I received the living God,
And my heart is full of joy.

V2 Jesus said: I am the way,
And the Father longs for you;
So I come to bring you home
To be one with us anew.

V1 Jesus said: I am the bread
kneaded long to give you life;
You who will partake of me
Need not ever fear to die.

V4 Jesus said: I am the life
Far from whom no thing can grow,
But receive this living bread,
And my Spirit you shall know.

Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia. Amen

Sending Hymn: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” - With One Voice # 731

V1 Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light,
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

V3 When the darkness appears
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone,
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

V2 When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Lavona Czaplicki
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