
Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2022

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Lighting of the Advent Candle: “Light One Candle” - WOV #630 (v. 1-2 )
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise
Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward.

Gathering Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” - Family of God # 169 v. 1, 3

V1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel.
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Song of God appear.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel
Shall come to thee,
O Israel!

V3 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things, far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And cause us in her ways to go.

Welcome & Opening Prayer (December Mission: Global Health Ministries)
Pastor: The Lord be with you
Congregation: And also with you

Confession (From “With One Voice”)
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may
confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Gracious God,
C: Have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done

and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen.
Opening Hymn: “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” - Reclaim # 116 v. 1-3
V1
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As men of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half spent was the night.

V2
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind,
With Mary we behold it,
The Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to men a Savior,
When half spent was the night

V3
This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death he saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.
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Old Testament Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14, 35:1-6, Jeremiah 23:5-6 (NIV)
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in
the highest heights.”
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”
Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will
you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God.

Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;

say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;

your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;

with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous

Branch,
a King who will reign wisely

and do what is just and right in the land.
In his days Judah will be saved

and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:

The Lord Our Righteous Savior.

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 2:1-8 (NIV)
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love,
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!
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Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 (NIV)
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home
as his wife.

P: The Word of God for the people of God
C: Thanks be to God

Message "Unwrapping the Names of Jesus: Emmanuel”
- Pastor Daren Blanck

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Communion
Please come forward during the communion song and take a cup of wine or grape juice and a wafer back
to your seats.  If you are joining us at home, please use your own bread or crackers and wine or juice.
We believe the Lord’s Supper is a “means of grace” offered freely to all who seek Him.  Please join us.
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Communion Song: “Let All Mortal Flesh” - Family of God # 166 v. 1, 2

V1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing worldly minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

V2 King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human nature,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

Words of Institution and Prayer of Thanksgiving (From “With One Voice”)
P: Holy and merciful God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you gave your

Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
C: Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving and to conform our lives to his, through

the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
P: Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, now and forever,
C: Amen

Closing Hymn: “I Wonder as I Wander” - WOV # 642 v. 1-4
V1 I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For food ord’n’ry people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky

V3 If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,
He surely could have had it, ‘cause he was the king

V2 When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow’s stall,
Came wise men and farmers and shepherds and all,
And high from the heavens a star’s light did fall
The promise of the ages it then did recall.

V4 I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Savior did come for to die
For poor ord’n’ry people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky.

Announcements:

Benediction and Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia. Amen

Christmas Carol: “Joy to the World” - Family of God # 171 v. 1-3
V1
Joy to the world! the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven
And nature sing.

V2
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

V3
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Lavona Czaplicki
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