Zoar Church (LCMC)
PO Box 2098
7239 W. Highway 61
Tofte, MN 55615

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Tofte, MN
Permit No. 1

To: Box Holder

Zoar Fall Movie Series

Community Soup
Suppers
Begin November 17

The community is invited for hot
soup weekly. Soups will be made in
the church kitchen using up to date
health guidelines and provisions will
be made in the fellowship hall to ●
practice social distancing. Soup is
served every Wednesday from 5:155:50. Music and a short devotional at
6:00.
●

●

Join us in the sanctuary this fall for free movies based on
true stories dealing with issues of Christian faith and life.
Each film is rated PG and begins at 6:00 in the sanctuary.
The community is invited to join Sola class members, Zoar
church members and friends as we explore faith through
film. An optional discussion follows each film.
October 27 - Soul Surfer is based on the true story of young surfer
Bethany Hamilton who loses her arm in a shark attack. After a dark
night of the soul, Bethany discovers that real courage comes from deep
faith in Jesus Christ. Our discussion will focus on faith and adversity.
November 3 - All Saints tells the true story of salesman-turned-pastor
Michael Spurlock, who with a group of Southeast Asian refugees risked
everything to follow Christ, save their church and ultimately their lives.
Our discussion will focus on what it means to welcome the stranger.
November 10 - I Can Only Imagine is the story behind Christian band
MercyMe's chart topping song. An uplifting, music-filled movie that
beautifully illustrates the power of forgiveness and God's love. Our
discussion will focus on the role of music in worship.

9:30 AM Sunday services are in-person, streamed on Facebook, and over 107.9 FM locally.
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Upcoming Sunday Messages
By Pastor Daren Blanck

The Crescent and the Cross

An Honest Look at Islam and Christianity
With
the
fall
of
Afghanistan to the Taliban,
Americans have seen a
renewal of violence against
women
and
religious
minorities in that part of
the world. This three part sermon series compares and
contrasts the Islam of the Taliban and our confessional
Christian faith. We’ll attempt to understand Muhammad
and his Koran more while being encouraged to look more
deeply into the Biblical text and follow Jesus’ commands
to love our neighbors and to be his witnesses to the world.
● October 10 - Searching for God
● October 17 - Violence in God’s Name
● October 24 - Jesus and Islam

Great Big Beautiful World
Christians Caring for Creation

Last summer the Bible Club Kids
learned about God’s Great Big
Beautiful world and caring for His
creation,
but
environmental
stewardship and ecological justice
aren’t just topics for kids, they are
woven into the fabric of scripture
and foundational to understanding
who God is and how we are to live.
From the Great Pacific Garbage
Patch to climate change, these are timely topics for our age
and getting this right is vital to our Christian witness.
● October 31- Loving What God Loves
● November 7 - The Fat Cows of Bashan
● November 14 - Living Large
● November 21 - Global Weirding
Wednesday Morning Bible Study explores
Sunday’s topics and texts in greater detail at
9:30 each week. Join us in the Gathering Rm.

Fall 2021

Hayride - Sunday October 10
Come enjoy a “hayride” beneath
the “600 Road” maple leaves on
Judy’s 1947 Ford “Ol’ Red”. We’ll
begin and end at the parking lot at
the intersection of the 600 Road
(Forest Road #166) and the Sawbill
Trail. Sing along with Dave and
Pastor Daren and enjoy hotdogs
and smores afterwards. The ride will begin at 6:00.
Rides from the church leave at 5:30 or meet on the
Sawbill Trail.
(Sola class students are strongly
encouraged to participate.)

Sola Class - Begins October 13
For students in grades 5-8 who want to learn more about
Jesus and Christian faith while having some fun at the
same time. We’ll play games, watch videos, memorize
some Bible verses and learn about the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles Creed,
the Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and
Communion. Sola Class will be every
Wednesday night from 6:00 - 7:00.
Sola
class
concludes
with
confirmation after a 2 yr commitment.

Kid’s Bible Cub - Begins October 27
Are you ready for another year of Kid’s Bible Club
Adventure at Birch Grove? Students will learn Bible
stories about Esther, Moses, Daniel, Peter, Paul, Mary,
and of course Jesus. Our goal is to teach young learners
the essence of Christian faith as
they encounter the sorts of
everyday challenges that characters
in the Bible faced. We play games,
make crafts, read from the Read
With Me Bible, and watch animated
Bible stories like Veggie Tales, The
Prince of Egypt, and Superbook.
Wednesdays from 3:15-4:30 for
Astrid paints an amazing bird house
students in Pre-K - Grade 2.
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Birch Grove School Hungry
~August Mission Project ~
Birch Grove Community School is a
very small school. 60% of K-5
pupils qualify for free/reduced meals,
and the school has limited resources
to help fight hunger.
Birch Grove does not have a school breakfast program
but does provide breakfast bars in the morning which, in
many cases, keeps children from starting the school day
hungry so they are better able to concentrate on learning.
BGCS also serves a hot lunch two days a week. The
other three days students bring lunch from home.
Zoar’s contribution to the Hungry program assists BGCS
in purchasing breakfast bars and food for children that
forget a lunch from home. Birch Grove Community
School appreciates your support in this program.

Fall 2021

CHUM
~October Mission Project ~
Churches United in Ministry (CHUM) serves more than
8,000 low-income, homeless, hungry, isolated, or
otherwise marginalized community members throughout
the Duluth area each year. CHUM has 40 member
congregations and offers emergency food, shelter,
advocacy, support, and street outreach.
With the addition of 44 apartments for families with
children who have experienced long-term or recurrent
homelessness, CHUM’s response to homelessness covers
the full continuum from street outreach to permanent
housing. Zoar Church has supported CHUM annually,
recognizing its important Christian mission in our region.
In addition to our October support, CHUM is currently
accepting towels and bedding as the winter season
approaches. Call the church office if you can donate.

Samaritan’s Purse

Ruby’s Pantry

~September & November Mission Project ~
Zoar Church is supporting Samaritan’s Purse as our
Mission Project during the months of September and
November. During September, our mission donations
went toward Samaritan’s Purse Disaster Relief. Their
international relief program provides critical needs
including water filtration systems, cooking kits, hygiene
supplies, and heavy-duty plastic for emergency shelters.
U.S. disaster relief tractor-trailers are stocked with
heavy-duty tarps, generators, chain-saws and other tools
to aid in cleanup efforts. The team maintains a constant
state of readiness - monitoring weather conditions and
emerging threats around the nation in order to respond at
a moment’s notice to help victims of natural disasters.
Samaritan’s purse is working with those affected by
Hurricane Ida and the Dixie Fire in California.

~ Coming to Birch Grove Monthly ~

Cook County
Connecting
on Climate
MIPL assisted Zoar with our Solar Project two years ago.
Now a local chapter of MIPL, Cook County Connecting
on Climate is forming. Sponsored by local churches, the
first gathering is online Tuesday October 26 at 7:00 PM.
Sign up at: bit.ly/CookClimate.

In everything, do to others what you
would have them do to you, for this
sums up the Law and the Prophets.
Matthew 7:12

Zoar Church will be sponsoring Ruby’s Pantry food
distributions at the Birch Grove Community Center with
Mary VanDoren taking the lead in organizing the effort.
In order to hold the event we will need a minimum of
132 people signed up for shares so even if you don’t
want a share yourself, you could donate one to someone
in need or to a firefighter/EMT or Birch Grove family or
whatever strikes your fancy. The cost is $20 per share.
Remaining food will be first given to the Birch Grove
Community School and then to our local food shelf.
4 site leaders are in place and we need 2 more plus 20-40
volunteers including a fork-lift and driver! Volunteers
would serve for approx. 2-4 hours in the afternoon once
per month. We are leaning towards the 1st Thursday. Set
up would be from 3:00-4:30 and distribution from
4:30-5:00 followed by clean up.
Mary has a large list of supplies that we need if anyone is
interested in donating to the start up costs. Supplies will
not be purchased until we have a list of 132 people, so
signing up is the priority right now! Contact Mary at
msbb@boreal.org or text 218-370-1015.

Fall Blood Drive
The Memorial Bloodmobile will be at Zoar on Monday
November 15th in the afternoon (exact time to be
determined). All blood types help save lives. Nearly
100% of the blood used by patients in northland hospitals
is donated by northland blood donors with Memorial
Blood Centers. Contact Polly at 218-663-7398 to sign up.
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Zoar’s Annual Meeting 2021
By Judy Gregg, Secretary

The Annual Meeting of the congregation was held Sept
12, 2021. Minutes from the semi-annual meeting in the
spring were reviewed and approved and reports were
discussed.
The treasurer reported that giving is down since the
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. Without our usual
fundraisers, and other contributions we are significantly
behind 2019. One expense for the year was the payment
of property taxes on 40 acres of land near Tait Lake. This
property had been bequeathed to Zoar and Lutsen
Lutheran several decades ago. The Leadership Team has
recommended the sale of the property with the funds to be
used for youth and education. A review of electrical bills
indicated that in addition to banked credits our solar
project has saved $600 - $1000 in the last year.
Pastor Daren stressed the need for community outreach.
Zoar Church strives to be the church of the community,
which means we want everyone in Tofte and Schroeder to
know that our church is their church, too, and to invite
them to join our community of faith. The deacons
mentioned that a Fall Dinner remains possible depending
on the Covid-19 situation. We would like to serve
Swedish meatballs and Norwegian fish cakes along with
other Scandinavian fare to celebrate Tofte’s heritage. The
trustees reported that the exterior stone faced narthex wall
needs repair. The bell automation project should be
completed soon for the large bell to chime at specific
times of day. Other reports and the full financial report
may be obtained from the church office.
With regards to the Covid-19 situation, Dr Farchmin
reported that cases of infection have increased in Cook
County. Less than one third of the current cases have
been vaccinated people. In these cases patients usually
only have cold symptoms. School is starting and he is
watching how this impacts infection rates. The hope is
that cases will drop in mid-October but the Delta variant
has added a great deal of uncertainty. Masking and social
distancing can prevent these numbers from spiking.
The Leadership Team feels that voluntary masking and
social distancing should be encouraged during worship.
We will continue to worship live and in person along with
streaming on Facebook and broadcasting on 107.9 FM.
New committee members were appointed: Tom Perusse
and Rod Young volunteered to serve again on the audit
committee. Carol Markwell and Marsha Hanson will
make up the bereavement committee, however other
members are needed to assist during funeral luncheons.
There is also a need for a church historian. (Continues on right)

Fall 2021

We thank Lucille Nelson for serving in this capacity for
many years. Linda Alexander will continue to head up
the worship committee along with musicians and singers.
Linda will also fill in as the leadership team secretary.
Polly Erickson agreed to take over the prayer chain.
Roby Revier agreed to another term as deacon. Peter Hall
and Dave Gustafson agreed to another term as trustees.
Ada Hall will also serve as a trustee. We thank Skip
Lamb and Spencer Motschenbacher for their past service
and willingness to remain available as valued resources.
Mary VanDoren will join the leadership team as the
congregational treasurer. Tina McKeever remains
congregational president. Pastor Daren Blanck has
agreed to continue serving as our pastor. His salary and
benefits, which will remain the same for 2022, were
reviewed. Some community members may not know
that he serves in this capacity part time while also
teaching in Silver Bay part time during the school year.

GoodNews@Home
GoodNews@Home is a ministry of Zoar Church
focusing on the needs of people in long-term care
residences. One of the people we serve is Marcia.
Marcia is wheelchair-bound and lives in a Minneapolis
facility. Marcia has made the best of her life in a nursing
home; she learned to paint, became president of the
residents’ council, joined our online prayer group, and
has become a special friend. Marcia is a strong
proponent for better conditions at care facilities and may
have an opportunity to address the Minnesota legislature.
Marcia often uses GoodNews@Home videos to share
Jesus with other residents.

If you know someone who might enjoy Bible lessons and
encouragement, please share our YouTube channel
(search Linda Alexander, GoodNews at Home) or
contact us and we will provide a link to the latest video.
We can also send a DVD directly to the residence where
your loved one lives. This is a free service and will
never ask anyone for money (though we welcome
prayers!). Reach us at goodnews.athome@gmail.com or
through Zoar Church.
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