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Spring 2022

Upcoming Messages
By Pastor Daren Blanck

Lent and Easter 2022
Three Days
That Changed the World

No series of events in human history have received more
attention than the torture and crucifixion of Jesus of
Nazareth. During our Lenten season, we’ll seek to
understand the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death
and his astonishing resurrection. We’ll retrace the three
days that changed human history, and hope to grasp how
important these three days are for each of us personally.
Join us each Sunday at 9:30 AM for worship. Our
services alternate between Christian contemporary music
and more traditional hymns. On Easter Sunday enjoy
pancakes, eggs, and bacon immediately after the service in
the fellowship hall. Come as you are!
Mar 27 © 3 Days That Changed the World: The Last Supper
Apr 3 3 Days That Changed the World: In the Garden
Apr 10 © 3 Days That Changed the World: Condemned
Apr 15 Good Friday 3 Days That Changed the World: Crucified (6:30 PM)
Apr 17 © Easter 3 Days That Changed the World: Victory Over the Grave
Apr 24 The Good News of Grace: Romans 9-10
May 1 © The Good News of Grace: Romans 11

Continuing in May

Paul’s Letter to the

Romans:
The Good News of Grace

In the first chapter of his letter to the church in Rome the
Apostle Paul is clear that he is “not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes.” From this starting
point Paul dives into the depth of the Good News of
Grace. The Epistle to the Romans is arguably the most
important epistle in the New Testament. Often referred to
as Paul’s masterpiece, from the fallenness of the human
condition, to the expansiveness of God’s grace, it
unpacks some of Paul’s most important teachings and
many of his greatest contributions to our faith. The letter
can also be confusing to readers, which is why it is often
ignored, yet it offers us a glimpse of how God works in
the world and how His promises to us through Christ are
trustworthy and true. Romans changed the world and its
words continue to speak powerfully to us today. Join us
in May for continuing messages on Paul’s Letter to the
Romans: The Good News of Grace.

Father Baraga’s Cross Services
Begining June 5

May 8 The Good News of Grace: Romans 12-13
May 15 © The Good News of Grace: Romans 14
May 22 The Good News of Grace: Romans 15-16

© = Communion is oﬀered to all

North Shore Care Center Hymn Sing
April 24 and May 15 at 1:00 pm
We are happy to return to the Care Center in Grand Marais
once a month to share a message of hope and lead
residents in hymn singing. Please to join us! Care Center
regulations require visitors to present proof of being
vaccinated and boosted, and wear masks and goggles.
Zoar will have both available. Call if you wish to carpool.

Easter Sunday is April 17
Worship at 9:30 followed by pancakes!

He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
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~January Mission Project ~
Zoar Church supported TeachBeyond for the month of
January. TeachBeyond recruits and sends Christian
educators, administrators, and workers to serve in schools
around the globe by working with schools and
organizations to provide continuing education to teachers,
boards, and school owners. TeachBeyond supports K-12
schools, English language learning programs and projects.
They combine faith and learning in the belief that through
the power of God’s Holy Spirit, lives and communities
will be transformed into Christ’s image. Not only do they
provide education in the classroom, but they go beyond,
into informal settings to teach skills, vocation, and
character based on their core values of faith, integrity,
holiness, creativity, and a love for people.
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~February Mission Project ~
Water Missions International is a nonprofit Christian
engineering ministry that creates sustainable safe water
and sanitation solutions for people in developing
countries and disaster areas. They have created
customized safe water solutions in nine permanent
country programs in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Caribbean. Using state-of-the-art technology and
engineering expertise, the organization has provided
access to safe water and the Living Water Message of
Jesus Christ for more
than 2.8 million people
in 52 countries on five
continents since 2001.
Through safe water
and outreach events
doors are opened to
share the Gospel.

MN Adult & Teen Challenge

Kids Bible Club meets after school every Wednesday at the
Birch Grove Community Center. Bible Club is a great
way for children to learn about the Bible’s themes of
God’s grace and forgiveness, and how followers of Jesus
are called to love God and love their neighbors. Each week
we have a game or craft, sing a song, watch an animated
“Veggie Tales” video, read from the “Read and Learn”
Bible, and enjoy a healthy snack. Pastor Daren leads Bible
Club along with Michelle Blanck. Bible Club is open to
children from any faith background or none at all.

~April Mission Project ~
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge (MnTC) has been
working for over 30 years to help teens and adults
struggling with drug and alcohol addiction. Their
“mission is to assist teens and adults in gaining freedom
from chemical addictions and other life controlling
problems by addressing their physical, emotional and
spiritual needs.” They offer effective and affordable
programs throughout Minnesota in the form of
long-term, faith-based recovery programs and also
short-term licensed treatment programs. In addition to
their treatment programs, MnTC uses their prevention
program to inform people about the drug situation in
their area and hosts community forums as well as
presents to classrooms to inform about the dangers of
drug use

April Congregational Meeting

Cooper and Aliyah build a Lincoln Log “Nineveh” at Bible Club. They learned that
God calls us to do some things we don’t always want to do, like love our neighbors.
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

~ April 10 ~
Please join us for our Semi-annual Meeting on April
10, 2022 after the church service. Agenda items include:
Building project updates, an update on the Peru and local
solar projects, Tait Lake property sale discussions, and
heating system, windows, and LED lighting future
projects. We are still in need of a Historian and
volunteers for the Funeral Committee. We are also still
hoping to celebrate Syttende Mai, the Norwegian
National Day in May as a celebration of Zoar’s heritage,
as a fundraiser and one way to invite the community to
come together. We just need volunteers! Arrangements
can be made for you to attend the April Meeting via
Zoom if you are unable to attend in person. Contact the
office for more information.
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Thoughts on the

War in
Ukraine
and How

Zoar Church
is Responding

By Pastor Daren Blanck

The War in Ukraine is a human tragedy, a manifestation of
evil, a cautionary tale for Christians, and an opportunity to
live out who Jesus called us to be. Last month Russian
troops began the invasion of neighboring Ukraine that has
since filled the news. We have been shocked by the
human tragedy of the war as hospitals and residential
neighborhoods have been attacked, leaving the elderly,
pregnant women, and young children dead or injured.
Cities and towns are destroyed. Millions are refugees.
We’ve been awed by the fortitude of the Ukrainian people.
We find ourselves feeling helpless, angry, sad, and
confused. For some Christians there is also a sense of
confusion. Just weeks ago Vladimir Putin was being
praised by prominent leaders, and now we see such
atrocities being carried out on his orders.
Throughout the past 20 years Putin has built his popularity
within Russia on the values of strength, order, and
tradition. One of the traditions that he has drawn upon for
his political support has been the Russian Orthodox
Church. Under communism the church was repressed but
Putin has elevated it as a part of Russian national identity.
While he has claimed to hold Christian values, often this
has meant a sort of ritualism tied to identity rather than a
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and an understanding of
salvation by grace through faith. Meanwhile the favored
status Russian Orthodoxy now enjoys has simultaneously
meant a crackdown on other faith traditions, including
Lutherans, Methodists, Baptists, and Evangelicals alike.
Putin has long envisioned the reunification of the Russian
Empire, which at its height included territory from Poland
in the east to Alaska in the west. By crushing political
opposition and clamping down on the free press he has
steadily marched towards the reestablishment of autocratic
power and imperialism. The subjugation of Ukraine is key
to this vision. Recently the Ukrainian Orthodox hierarchy
broke with the Russian Orthodox hierarchy over Russian
nationalism. In Ukraine Christians of all traditions
worship freely. President Zelenskyy is Jewish. Last
month at his invitation, leaders of more than a dozen faith
traditions came together in Kiev to pray for peace.
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Jesus never advocated for war, famously teaching
“blessed are the peacemakers” and he condemned the
powerful “lording it over the weak” through violence in
pursuit of political gain.
Such things are the
manifestation of evil in our world, but to identify evil
and its perpetrators are uncomfortable things to do.
Shortly after the invasion began I prayed that Vladimir
Putin would be convicted of his sins, recall his army, and
repent of the horrors he has inflicted before resigning his
office and facing punishment for his evil. I prayed, in
the tradition of the Magnificat in Luke 1, that his
thoughts would be scattered and that he would be
brought down from his throne. This is uncomfortable
but it must be said. Putin has given in to sin and evil.
What can we do now? First, as the faith leaders of
Ukraine have been praying, we too should pray for peace
and justice in Ukraine. Secondly, we should pray that
our own leaders may be given Godly wisdom in their
decision making. This war may lead to more conflict
that our nation may be drawn into. We will need the
Holy Spirit’s presence amongst our leadership. Third,
we are called to tend to the sick, give water to the thirsty,
food to the hungry, clothing to those who have need, to
care for the widow and the orphan, and love our
neighbors…even those far away.
Zoar is planning to work with
three organizations to help in
this regard. One is Lutheran
World Relief as recommended
by the LCMC. LWR is on the ground in Poland assisting
with the Refugee crisis. We will also be connecting with
two Methodist churches in western Ukraine that are
providing food and shelter as a
stopping off point for those escaping
the country.
I served with the
Evangelical Methodist Church in
Eastern Europe while in the Republic
of Macedonia. In partnership with the
East European Mission Network, the organization Judy
Gregg went with to Russia several years
ago, we will also be helping to feed and
house refugees in neighboring Estonia.
You may contribute to our special
missions and ministries offering for this
purpose by dropping off a check marked
Ukraine Relief or contribute online to the March Mission
and Ministry.
Finally, these events must be a lesson for us. Christians
must always be on our guard against those who would
exploit faith as a political tool as Putin has. They are the
“wolves in sheep’s clothing” Jesus warned against.
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Earth Day
Celebration
Cook County
Interfaith
Power & Light
Climate Team
April 22, 4:30-7:30 pm

People of all ages are invited to come together this year to
celebrate Earth Day in a live event filled with music, fun,
and interesting speakers that proposes to be the largest
Earth Day celebration in the area in recent memory. The
festivities kick-off at 4:30 pm on Earth Day, Friday April
22, at the Cook County Community Center in Grand
Marais. The celebration is open to all and free.
“It has been hard to gather as a community since the
pandemic began,” said event coordinator Pastor Enno
Limvere of First Congregational UCC. “Earth Day Fair is
a great occasion to renew our community bonds, give
thanks for this wonderful place we live, and come together
to heal our planet.”
The Earth Day Fair is the first event sponsored by a new
Cook County Climate Team formed in 2021 by citizens
whose faith and values call them to care for the
environment, including support from five area churches.
The group of two dozen came together with help from
Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light to see how they
could promote solutions to climate change. The group is
coordinating with other local climate efforts, such as Cook
County Local Energy Projects (CCLEP) and the City of
Grand Marais’ Climate Action Plan.
The Fair will feature local speakers from youth climate
activist Olya Wright and CCLEP’s Executive Director Kat
Meyo to pastors Mark Ditmanson and Daren Blanck.
Topics range from Climate Emergency declarations to
beekeeping to electric vehicles. Other speakers include
Paula Maccabee of Water Legacy, Shane Steele of City of
Grand Marais, Cook County Administrator Jan Joerke,
and Carly Puch on plant-based eating.
Children can enjoy creating art and poetry to laud Lake
Superior, plus other activities. There will be live music,
including the North Shore Swing Band which will jazz the
place up starting at 6:00 pm. There will be delicious food,
local artisans, exhibits, games, and more.
“It's amazing how people and groups are coming out of the
woodwork to participate in this event." said Limvere, "We
should have something for almost everyone. We are
expecting a great event and lots of people.”
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Kat Meyo, one of the Fair's lead organizers, added “This
Earth Day Fair will facilitate an inclusive environment
for the community to learn, collaborate and grow
together. Our focus is to nurture individual and
community action towards climate solutions in a
supportive atmosphere to cultivate change, equity and
sustainable living for Cook County. This can be an
excellent opportunity to unify and develop community
action towards climate justice as stewards of our Earth
together!”
The Cook County Climate Team welcomes new
members. Current members come from all different
backgrounds including Bethlehem Lutheran, First
Congregational UCC, and Spirit of the Wilderness in
Grand Marais; Trinity Lutheran, Hovland; Zoar Church,
Tofte; and others.
John McConnell Jr., can be credited with the first
officially recognized Earth Day celebration in 1970. A
long time Christian peace activist, his plan, motivated by
his faith, was to mark one day to promote peace, justice
and ecological preservation. From McConnell’s first
celebration in San Francisco, Earth Day became a
national event celebrated every year on April 22 thanks
to the efforts of Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson.
Over the years it has spread to 193 countries and is
celebrated by an estimated 1 billion people.
In recent years, celebrations have come to focus more
and more on the growing concern of climate change and
the threat it poses to all life, including human. Huge
celebrations planned to mark the 50th Anniversary of
Earth Day in 2020 were dampened by the Covid-19
pandemic. This year enthusiasm for the day is expected
to rebound, with thousands of celebrations across the
planet.

Caring for Creation Scriptures
"The Earth is the Lord's, and everything in it." (Psalm 24:1)
"Ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the air, and they will
tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the ﬁsh of the sea
inform you. Which of these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done
this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind."
(Job 12:7-10)
"You shall not pollute the land... You shall not deﬁle the land in which you
live, in which I also dwell; for I the LORD dwell among the people."
(Numbers 35:33-34)
"Let the heavens rejoice, let the Earth be glad, let the sea resound, and all
that is in it; let the ﬁelds be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the
trees of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing before the Lord."
(Psalm 96:11-13)
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~December Mission Project ~
Throughout the year Zoar Church supports several
missions and ministries locally and throughout the world.
All of these have some sort of connection to our
congregation. The ministry we supported in December
and January is Global Health Ministries, a program a
former Zoar pastor has been with for several years. GHM
operates hospitals and clinics throughout Africa and
elsewhere in the developing world.
In a unique partnership with local resorts and hotels,
especially Caribou Highlands, Zoar volunteers supplied
150 twin sized sheets ripped down and hemmed from
larger sheets, 1,850 rolled cloth bandages, also ripped
from sheets and sheet remnants, 100 towels and as many
washcloths. Thank you volunteers for your work this
year! If you weren’t involved this January and you’d like
to be, let us know. We will be processing more material in
the fall. If you are in resort or hotel hospitality and you
think you may have materials that are no longer fit for
your application, but which we might be able to process
for Global Health Ministries, contact the church office.

Together volunteers
like Andy (left), and
Lovona and Serena
(below), rolled 1,850
bandages for Global
Health Ministries

Volunteers Sarah, Bruce, Sheryl, Judy, Linda, and Al sort donated sheets and
towels (above) in Zoar’s Fellowship Hall after a Wednesday Soup Supper.

Trygve and Cooper (above left) tear sheets to be rolled into bandages by
volunteers like Art (above right), Sam, Gary, and Marsha (below).

Rolan, Cullen, Astrid, and Michelle (below) get in on the action too!
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You are invited to Soup
Supper!
The soup
varies each Wednesday.
Following the meal
Pastor Daren leads a
brief devotion that
recaps our Bible Club
story, giving Bible
Club kids a chance to
participate, we sing a
song, and we close
with a short prayer.
Masks are worn by our
cooks and servers.
Soup Suppers run
through April.

Wes En Updat

by Mary VanDoren
Appearing on the Ruby’s Pantry website soon, May 5th 5:15-6:45
pm will be our first West End distribution at the Birch Grove
Community Center. Volunteers should arrive by 3:15. Ruby’s staff
will be at the first few distributions to get a real feel for our
numbers and hopefully make it as smooth as possible. If you
would like a share or know of someone who would, or you would
be willing to volunteer, please contact Mary at 218-370-1015.
We are especially in need of someone to bring a forklift to unload
the truck monthly. We are also applying for start up grants and
seeking donations for supplies we need and possibly two freezers
for remaining frozen food for community dinners, community
requests or staff/students at Birch Grove School. We received a
$5k grant from Empty Bowls for food or gift cards for food.
In the Bible, the village of Zoar was a place of refuge. Zoar Ruby’s Pantry in Grand Marais has offered $500 to help with
Church in Tofte was founded over 100 years ago by hearty purchasing carts. More supplies will be purchased as money
settlers who believed in the power of the Gospel and found comes in. Work on the BGCC east entrance doorway to
refuge with brothers and sisters in Christ who came alongside accommodate a pallet jack is also being done.

Zoar Church is Your Church!

them in times of hardship. Life was hard on the North Shore
then and it’s not always so easy today. Come experience the
power of the Gospel for yourself! We are a Lutheran
congregation in mission for Christ, a place of refuge, and a
beacon of hope on the North Shore. We welcome you!

INSIDE THIS EDITION

● Upcoming Sunday Messages
● Mission and Ministry Projects
● Thoughts About Ukraine

● Global Health Ministries
● April Congregation Meeting
● Earth Day Celebration

Sunday services are in-person, streamed on Facebook, and over 107.9 FM locally at 9:30 AM

