
Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 23, 2022

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Gathering Hymn: Comfort, Comfort, Now My People - Reclaim #98 (v.1-3)

V1 “Comfort, comfort now my people;
Tell of peace!” So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim
That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever!

V3 Straight shall be what long was crooked
And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord
Now on earth is shed abroad
And all flesh shall see the token
That God’s word is never broken.

V2 For the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him,
And the hills bow down to greet him!

Welcome and Announcements
January’s Mission - Teach Beyond

Invocation

Kyrie Eleison and Gloria in Excelsis - Reclaim p.22-24

Lord Have Mercy, Christ Have Mercy
Lord Have Mercy (Repeat)

Pastor: Glory be to God on high
And on earth peace, good will to all.

V1 Lord, we praise your name on high,
Worship you and glorify.
To the Lamb of God we cry
And join the angel’s song.

V2 You have borne the sins of all.
Mercy, Lord, and hear our call.
Ev’ryone, both great and small,
Come join the angel’s song.

V3 You, alone, the Holy One,
You, alone, God’s only Son,
In your name we’ve just begun
To join the angel’s song.

Ending: Gloria! Let the music flow
Gloria! To the earth below
Gloria! Feel our hearts aglow
With the joyful angel’s song.

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 22:1-5 (NIV)
This is what the Lord says: “Go down to the palace of the king of Judah and proclaim this message
there: ‘Hear the word of the Lord to you, king of Judah, you who sit on David’s throne—you, your
officials and your people who come through these gates. This is what the Lord says: Do what is just
and right. Rescue from the hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or
violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.
For if you are careful to carry out these commands, then kings who sit on David’s throne will come
through the gates of this palace, riding in chariots and on horses, accompanied by their officials and
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their people. But if you do not obey these commands, declares the Lord, I swear by myself that this
palace will become a ruin.’

Psalm: Psalm 124 (NIV)

If the Lord had not been on our side—
let Israel say—

if the Lord had not been on our side
when people attacked us,

they would have swallowed us alive
when their anger flared against us;

the flood would have engulfed us,
the torrent would have swept over us,

the raging waters
would have swept us away.

Praise be to the Lord,
who has not let us be torn by their teeth.

We have escaped like a bird
from the fowler’s snare;

the snare has been broken,
and we have escaped.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23 (NIV)
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the
child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for
the child to kill him.”

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until
the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I
called my son.”

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with
the time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled:

“A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take
the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life
are dead.”

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been
warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called
Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

P: The word of God for the People of God
C: Thanks be to God
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Message: “Herod’s Journey - Jesus’ Journey”
Pastor Daren Blanck

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Communion Hymn: Here In This Place - WOV #718 (v.1-3)

V1 Here in the place new light is streaming
Now is the darkness vanished away;
See in this space our fears and our dreamings
Brought here to you in the light of this day
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
Gather us in, the blind and the lame;
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,
We shall arise at the sound of our name.

V3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
Here we will take the bread of new birth,
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters
Call us anew to be salt for the earth
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
Give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

V2 We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry,
We are the old who yearn for your face;
We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry
Called to be light to the whole human race
Gather us in, the rich and the haught,
Gather us in, the proud and the strong;
Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,
Give us the courage to enter the song.
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Words of Institution & Communion
Observing appropriate social distancing, please proceed to either the table at the front or rear of the
sanctuary for a wafer and a cup of wine. If you are joining us at home, please use your own bread or crackers
and wine or juice.  We believe the Lord’s Supper is a “means of grace” offered freely to all who seek Him.

Closing Hymn: Coventry Carol - CCLI # 7076164
Refrain: Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child,
By by, lully, lullay.

V2 Herod the king, in his raging
Charged he hath this day his men of might,
In his own sight,
All young children to slay.

V1 O sisters too, how may we do
For to preserve this day this poor youngling,
For whom we do sing?
By by, lully lullay.

V3 That woe is me, poor child, for thee!
And ever morn and day, for thy parting
Neither say nor sing
By by, lully, lullay!

Benediction

Sending Hymn: God Be With You - Reclaim # 55

God be with you till we meet again,
By his counsels guide, uphold you,
With his heep securely fold you,
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again,
When life’s perils thick confound you,
Put his arms unfailing round you,
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again,
‘Neath his wings protecting hide you,
Daily manna still provide you,
God be with you till we meet again.

Refrain: Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.

Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia.

Have a Blessed Week!
Website: www.zoarchurch.org  • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Lavona Czaplicki
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