
Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Welcome and Announcements
December’s Mission: Global Health Ministries

Advent Confession

Pastor: Blessed by God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose
steadfast love endures forever.

Congregation: Amen

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.

(Silence for reflection)

C: O Lord God, as we prepare our hearts to receive the One whom you are sending, forgive us
for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, for all the times we have doubted
your presence, and for all the times we have failed to help others find their way. Forgive us,
in the name of Jesus, the One who is coming. Amen.

P: The Lord is merciful and forgiving, a great and compassionate savior. God rescues us from
darkness and frees us from fear. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. In the name of the one who is the light, you are forgiven people.  Amen

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40:3-5 (NIV)

A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare

the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert

a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up,

every mountain and hill made low;

the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.

And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Lighting the Advent Candle

Advent Verse: “Light One Candle” - WOV #630 (v. 1,2)

V1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise

V2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: Let
the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently
lead them homeward.

Psalm: Psalm 126 (NKJV)

When the Lord brought back the captivity of Zion,
We were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
And our tongue with singing.
Then they said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
And we are glad.

Bring back our captivity, O Lord,
As the streams in the South.
Those who sow in tears
Shall reap in joy.
He who continually goes forth weeping,
Bearing seed for sowing,
Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
Bringing his sheaves with him.
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Gospel: Luke 1:39-56 (NIV)

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother
of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to
her!”
And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;    he
has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful

to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.
P: The word of God for the People of God C: Thanks be to God

Message: “Magnify The Lord” Pastor Daren Blanck

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Benediction & Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia.

Have a Blessed Week!
Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688
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