
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, October 17, 2021

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Gathering Hymn: “To God Be The Glory” - Family of God #363 (v.1,3)

V1: To God be the glory -
great things He hath done!
So loved He the word that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

V3: Great things He hath taught us,
Great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Chorus:
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord
Let the Earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice!
O Come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory,
Great things He has done!

Welcome and Announcements
October’s Mission: CHUM

Opening Hymn: “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” - Family of God #659 (v.1-3)

V1 We’ve a story to tell to the nations
That shall turn their hearts to the right,
A story of truth and mercy,
A story of peace and light,
A story of peace and light.

V3 We’ve a message to give to the nations
That the Lord who reigneth above
Hath sent us His Son to save us
And show us that God is love,
And show us that God is love.

V2 We’ve a song to be sung to the nations
That shall lift their hearts to the Lord,
A song that shall conquer evil
And shatter the spear and sword,
And shatter the spear and sword.

Chorus:
For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
And the dawning to noonday bright
And Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth,
The kingdom of love and light

Confession & Absolution From With One Voice
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess
our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another

(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P: Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done

and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen.
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Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 17:2-5 (NIV)
If a man or woman living among you in one of the towns the Lord gives you is found doing evil in the
eyes of the Lord your God in violation of his covenant, and contrary to my command has worshiped
other gods, bowing down to them or to the sun or the moon or the stars in the sky, and this has been
brought to your attention, then you must investigate it thoroughly. If it is true and it has been proved
that this detestable thing has been done in Israel, take the man or woman who has done this evil
deed to your city gate and stone that person to death.

Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:17-21, Colossians 3:13-14, Ephesians 6:12  (NIV)
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my dear
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the
Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against… the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil…

Gospel: Matthew 10:34-38, John 7:53-8:11 (NIV)
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother,a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, a man’s enemies will be the members of his own
household.’
“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their cross and follow
me is not worthy of me.
Then they all went home, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he
sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in
adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught
in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”
They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the
first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was
left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?”
“No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

P: The word of God for the People of God
C: Thanks be to God
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Message: “Violence in God’s Name”
Pastor Daren Blanck

Prayers & the Lord’s Prayer (Sung) - Family of God #440
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom
and the Power and the Glory, forever. Amen.

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Words of Institution & Communion
A deacon of the congregation will offer a cup of sealed grape juice with a wafer for communion.  If you are
joining us at home, please use your own bread or crackers and wine or juice.  We believe the Lord’s Supper
is a “means of grace” offered freely to all who seek Him.

Communion Hymn: “Agnus Dei” - Reclaim Pg. 91 (Setting 3)
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  (Repeat)
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Benediction

Sending Hymn: “May the Mind of Christ, My Savior” - Family of God # 483 (v.1,3,4)

V1 May the mind of Christ, my Savior
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling
All I do and say.

V4 May the Holy Spirit fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
God exalting, self abasing
This is victory

V3 May the peace of God, my Father,
Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia.

Have a Blessed Week!
Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Lavona Czaplicki
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