
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 12, 2021

Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Gathering Song: Mighty to Save - CCLI # 4591782

Verse 1: Everyone needs compassion
Love that’s never failing, let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Savior, the hope of nations

Verse 2: So take me as You find me
All my fears and failures, fill my life again
I give my life to follow
Ev’rything I believe in, now I surrender

Chorus:
Savior He can move the mountains.
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever! Author of salvation,
He rose and conquered the grave.
Jesus conquered the grave!

Bridge:
Shine your light and let the whole world see,
We’re singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus

Welcome and Announcements
Today’s mission offerings will be designated for Samaritan’s Purse Disaster relief
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is Today following the Service in the Fellowship Hall

Opening Song:  Lead Me to the Cross - CCLI# 4785828

V1: Savior I come quiet my soul
Remember redemption’s hill
Where Your blood was spilled for my ransom
Ev’rything I once held dear I count it all as loss

V2: You were as I, tempted and tried, human
The word became flesh
Bore my sin in death now You’re risen
Ev’rything I once held dear I count it all as loss

Chorus: Lead me to the cross
Where your love poured out
Bring me to my knees Lord I lay me down
Rid me of myself I belong to You
Oh lead me lead me to the cross

Bridge:
To Your heart, to Your heart
Lead me to Your heart

Confession & Absolution
Pastor: God is light
Congregation: in him there is no darkness at all.
P: If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
C: and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection and prayer)

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord
C: And he forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Song: “Your Amazing Love” - CCLI # 27714

Verse 1: Whisper in my ear
Tell me one more
The words I long to hear, that I...
I am forgiven

Verse 2: Hold me in Your arms
Draw me next to You
Safely by Your side, I know
That I am forgiven

Verse 3: There's beauty in the way
You cherish and embrace me
In all my brokenness, I know
That I am forgiven

Chorus:
And I will never truly know just why You love me Lord
I am so broken and so desperate still You love me more
Lord, I love Your amazing love

Bridge:
And I lift my hands in worship at Your throne
And I raise my heart so thankful Lord for what You've done
Lord, I love Your amazing love

Old Testament Reading: Lev. 19:1-2,9-10,15-16,32-34 (GNT)
The Lord told Moses to say to the community of Israel, “Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am
holy."
“When you harvest your fields, do not cut the grain at the edges of the fields, and do not go back
to cut the heads of grain that were left. Do not go back through your vineyard to gather the grapes
that were missed or to pick up the grapes that have fallen; leave them for poor people and
foreigners. I am the Lord your God."
“Be honest and just when you make decisions in legal cases; do not show favoritism to the poor or
fear the rich. Do not spread lies about anyone, and when someone is on trial for his life, speak out
if your testimony can help him. I am the Lord."
“Show respect for old people and honor them. Reverently obey me; I am the Lord.
“Do not mistreat foreigners who are living in your land. Treat them as you would an Israelite, and
love them as you love yourselves. Remember that you were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. I
am the Lord your God."

Epistle Lesson: Romans 14:1-7, 12-13 (GNT)
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but do not argue with them about their personal opinions.
Some people's faith allows them to eat anything, but the person who is weak in the faith eats only
vegetables. The person who will eat anything is not to despise the one who doesn't; while the one
who eats only vegetables is not to pass judgment on the one who will eat anything; for God has
accepted that person. Who are you to judge the servants of someone else? It is their own Master
who will decide whether they succeed or fail. And they will succeed, because the Lord is able to
make them succeed.
Some people think that a certain day is more important than other days, while others think that all
days are the same. We each should firmly make up our own minds. Those who think highly of a
certain day do so in honor of the Lord; those who will eat anything do so in honor of the Lord,
because they give thanks to God for the food. Those who refuse to eat certain things do so in
honor of the Lord, and they give thanks to God. We do not live for ourselves only, and we do not
die for ourselves only.
Every one of us, then, will have to give an account to God. So then, let us stop judging one another.
Instead, you should decide never to do anything that would make others stumble or fall into sin.
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Gospel: Matthew 7:1-5 (GNT)
“Do not judge others, so that God will not judge you, for God will judge you in the same way you
judge others, and he will apply to you the same rules you apply to others. Why, then, do you look
at the speck in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How dare you
say to your brother, ‘Please, let me take that speck out of your eye,’ when you have a log in your
own eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see
clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.

P: The word of God for the People of God
C: Thanks be to God

Message: “Discernment and Condemnation”
Pastor Daren Blanck
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Prayers & the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Creed: “This I Believe” - CCLI #7018338

Our Father everlasting,
The all creating One, God Almighty.
Through Your Holy Spirit
Conceiving Christ the Son, Jesus our Savior

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in One
I believe in the resurrection
That we will rise again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus

Our judge and our defender,
Suffered and crucified, forgiveness is in You
Descended into darkness
You rose in glorious life, forever seated high

I believe in life eternal
I believe in the virgin birth
I believe in the saints' communion
And in Your holy Church
I believe in the resurrection
When Jesus comes again
For I believe in the Name of Jesus

I believe in You, I believe You rose again
I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord

I believe in God our Father
I believe in Christ the Son
I believe in the Holy Spirit
Our God is three in One

This I believe in the Name of Jesus

Benediction

Sending Song: “Your Love Never Fails” - CCLI # 5337172

Verse 1: Nothing can separate,
Even if I ran away, your love never fails.
I know I still make mistakes,
But You have new mercies for me everyday
Your love never fails

Verse 2: The wind is strong and the water’s deep
But I’m not alone here in these open seas
Cause Your love never fails
The chasm is far too wide, I never thought
I’d reach the other side, but Your love never fails

Chorus:
You stay the same through the ages
Your love never changes
There may be pain in the night
But joy comes in the morning
And when the oceans rage
I don’t have to be afraid
Because I know that You love me
Your love never fails

Tag:
You make all things work together for my good.

Sending
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will! Alleluia.

Have a Blessed Week!
Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com
Church Phone: 218-663-7925 • Pastor Daren’s Cell: 218-387-4688

Daren Blanck, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Dave Gustafson
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