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Caroling in Tofte
Come sing the traditional carols of Christmas on

December 20. Led by Dave and Nancy Gustafson, we

will sing several at church and then go out to bring the joy

of Christmas to some of our neighbors in Tofte. If you'd

like us to come carol at your house, contact Pastor Daren.

All community members are welcome to join us.

A note from Pastor Daren

Our Dog Wesley
For the last couple of years Mom and Dad have promised

that someday, once we were back in Minnesota, we could

get a dog. We'd been checking with the shelters from

time to time, but didn't find the one that was just right.

Then we went to the Miller Hill's Subaru Adopt-a-Pet

event on November 21 . "Can we get him? Please Dad?

He's so cute", pled Sophia. "What will we name him?"

asked Elijah. "I know, Daren, 'Wesley'. That's a good

name for a pastor's dog", interceded Michelle. And so my

new buddy, year old Wesley came to live with us. One

nearly day long trip to the vet for a check-up and to

remove some stitches and another for a bug he picked up

over the thanksgiving holiday, and daily early morning

and late night walks to go potty have reminded me what

unconditional love is. He's a good little guy but after a

chewed glove, a chewed sock, and a chewed pair of

undershorts, he's also teaching me what grace is all about.

During this Advent and

Christmas season our

scripture readings and

messages will focus on the

Characters of Christmas. We

will learn more about Mary,

Joseph, Elizabeth and

Zechariah, the Shepherds,

King Herod, the Wise Men, and the prophets Simeon and Anna.

We will try to understand their stories, their roles in the

Christmas story and the legends that have been built around

them. In learning more about them, we also hope to learn more

about Jesus, who comes to us on Christmas as God incarnate

and about ourselves as God's hands and feet in this world.

Come join us each Sunday at 9:30 AM and on Christmas eve at

4:30 PM to learn more.

The Cross and the Crescent
Islamic terrorism fills our news. We wonder how to sort

out the rhetoric from the reality in understanding Islam in

the light of Christ. In January, we will learn about

historical Islam beginning with the story of Muhammed

seeking God and the writing of the Koran. Next we will

examine violence in God's name including the

development of violent Jihad in Islam and the tragedy of

the medieval Crusades. Finally we will look at the person

and work of Jesus Christ as seen in Islam and how

Christians confess Him and the Gospel. I pray these

messages will increase your understanding of the faith of

others and enrich your own faith at the same time.

Sunday worship begins at 9:30 AM.

big ears and curly tails. And they like to jump. So Wesley

is demonstrating his prowess at getting out of areas he's

supposed to be in and into areas he's not. It seems like we

like to do that as well. As followers of Christ, God

rescues us, brushes us off, and pulls us back.

I've learned a lot from the likes of Martin Luther, John

Calvin, and John and Charles Wesley. I'm learning from

our new Mr. Wesley as well. I know he has lots to teach

me.

Basenji are African breed

depicted in ancient hieroglyphs

as long as 5,000 years ago.

Unlike most breeds, they are

more closely related to wild

jackals than wolves. They have
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January 2016 Mission Focus
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit , Petrozavodsk,

Russia is our mission for the month of January. This

church has been host to an English Friendship Language

Camp, through East European Mission Network for many

years. Judy Gregg visited this church several times during

her mission trip to Russia. This year, on their own, they

organized a Finnish Language camp, a camp at Koltushi

in St. Petersburg area, and outreach camp in Northern

Karelia. This is a mission of the church to reach out to

kids where there is no real youth and children's ministry.

In September, all the church groups started meeting again.

This includes youth ministry, Bible Studies, Sunday

School, and a new connection with people from an

alcohol addiction rehab center which is situated very near

the church. In addition, they have the vision of

renovating their old church building to serve as

Transitioning Housing, and are praying for God's will in

this endeavor. It is inspiring to read about the new staff

that have come on board to replace those who have

moved on to other places, the visions they have for

reaching out, and their faith that God will lead them to

fulfill his will. Our contributions help to support Pastor

Alex and Nadia Krongolms' salaries as they serve this

church community. It is hard to summarize the 3 page

letter sent by Alex and Nadia, and relay the impact they

are having in this area where church has been denied the

people for so many years. Through the children and the

youth, and others just one or two at a time, their ministry

is spreading and giving hope to the people in this

northwest area ofRussia

Good News Club
Good News Club kids meet at the Birch Grove Library

each Wednesday at 3:1 5. In December and January we

are learning the stories of Jesus's birth, teaching, and His

death and resurrection. The Good News is that even

though we've all sinned, God forgives us as we trust in

Jesus! Good News Club kids sing songs, make crafts,

practice reading, and play games before a little end of the

day snack time. If you know somebody who'd like to be

a Good News Club kid, please contact Pastor Daren! All

community kids ages five and up are welcome.

First and Second Thrift Store
The store provides opportunities and a fun and easy way

to raise money. Volunteers receive on the job training,

and flexibility in shifts. In the last two years, volunteer

pay was $12 per hour. So, if a volunteer works two

hours, that would mean $24 for Zoar! Volunteers are also

needed to work at the intake center in four hour shifts.

For more information call Gerry Grant at 387-4493

Samaritan's Purse Christmas Shoe Boxes
During the month of October, the Birthday Club gathered

to pack the Samaritan's Purse Christmas Shoe Boxes.

Packing these boxes was fun, and a luncheon at Coho

Cafe followed for fellowship. Sixty-eight shoe boxes

were packed with toys, school supplies, hygiene items,

and accessories like tee shirts, socks, and hats. This

project could not have been completed without the

generosity of the women in the Birthday Club, and those

community members who dropped off their donation

gifts. The shoebox, most often, is the first gift many

children ever receive. The treasures inside mean that

someone cares for them and also gives them an

opportunity to know the love of God. In the hands of

local churches every gift-filled shoebox is a powerful tool

for evangelism and discipleship--transforming the lives of

children and their families around the world through the

Good News of Jesus Christ! After receiving shoebox

gifts, boys and girls are invited to enroll in "The Greatest

Journey", a 12-lesson discipleship program designed by

Samaritan's Purse. They learn from trained local

volunteers what it means to faithfully follow Christ and

share their faith with others. Thank you to all who were

involved with this project. The shoebox gifts allow us

access to places we might never be welcomed otherwise.

Youth and Family Nights
Bring a group of your friends and join us each Sunday

evening at 4:30 for fellowship and fun. Watch and

discuss the story of Christmas through the motion picture

The Nativity Story December 6 and 13. Game night is

January 3, including pool, foosball, air hockey, and board

games. Drama games like charades are a fun way to

explore Bible stories on January 10. Nancy and Dave

Weekly Bible Study
Are you interested in learning more about The Characters

of Christmas or The Crescent and the Cross? Our weekly

Bible study expands on the scripture references and topics

from Sunday morning worship. We often have a lively

discussion and share with each other our insights as we

allow God to speak to us through His word. Even if you

are unable to attend the Sunday worship, you will find

Thursday morning a time of growth and fellowship.

Weekly bible Study meets on Thursdays at 10:00 AM.

Safely Home By Galen Johnson

Galen Johnson is a field coordinator in Africa for The

Seed Company, a Bible translation project affiliated with

Wycliffe Bible Translators. Zoar supports The Seed

Company and Galen.

How often have you called after a trip to say, I am safely

home? Your family wants to be sure everything is okay.

But safely home took on a new meaning this past week

when a friend, Elvis Guenekean, was returning to his

family in Bangui. He is the C.A.R. Bible translation

program manager and had come to the USA for a

workshop and to visit project supporters. On Sept 27th,

he arrived in Dallas to hear Bangui was embattled in

armed rebel conflict. Two days later he connected with

his wife, who had been in hiding with their children. But

he encouraged her and things calmed a bit. Seventy-one

people had died and many others were forced from their

homes.

This week, as he prepared to return to Bangui, trouble

cropped up in Bangui again. He left as planned but

arrived a day late bacause the flight was delayed and

couldn't land in Bangui. All the airport lights had been

shot out. He was finally back with his family in the midst

of turmoil when he called to say he was SAFELY home!

The Refugee Crisis
During the month of October, Zoar supported the efforts

of other Christians in providing backpacks, warm

clothing, hygene products and Bibles in Syriac and

Arabic to the Syrian and Iraqi refugees streaming

through the small European country of Macedonia. The

International Church in Skopje (ICS) is working at

Macedonia's northern border while the Evangelical

Methodist churches in Macedonia are working through

the Miss Stone Social Outreach Centre at Macedonia's

southern border. Pastor Daren and Michelle became

good friends with both Pastor Brian at ICS and Pastor

Wilfried with the Methodist church. They wrote these

notes to him about their current work and thanking Zoar

for its contributions.

Pastor Brian wrote this note:
Dear Zoar Congregation,

ICS is sending members to the Northern border with

Serbia to help with the refugee / migrant crisis. Our

people are taking diapers and winter clothes to those that

are traveling. We've partnered with Samaritan's Purse to

distribute backpacks and food - everyone at the border

helps with the distribution.

I'm so excited about what God is doing at ICS. Please

pray for continued permission to hand out Christian

materials as one of the Muslim nonprofit organizations is

trying to stop this from happening. Thank you for sharing

so generously! ! !

Pastor Brian

Advent Devotion Booklet Available
A booklet containing daily devotions for the Advent

Season is available in the narthex. This publication is a

ministry of Lutheran Association of Missionaries and

Pilots (LAMP). Their ministry to Native Americans is

carried out by clergy and lay leaders. Most of the

contributors of the devotions are members of the Lutheran

Indian Ministries staff, many are of Native American

heritage. All of the contributors to the messages have had

experience serving with the Lutheran Indian Ministries.

Their hope is that these reflections will enhance your

Advent meditation and encourage your faith. Also

available: Christ in our Home daily devotionals and daily

devotionals from Our Daily Bread.

Gustafson will once a gain

lead us in learning and

singing contemporary

praise songs on January

17 and we will watch and

discuss the dog sledding

movie Iron Will January

24 and 31 .

While hunting, Bill, a

childhood Sunday School

teacher and mentor, went

missing. His body was later

found by his upturned ATV.

We grieved together, but he

too was safely HOME!

One of SEED COMPANY's mottos is END BIBLE

POVERTY. Some African colleagues still tear-up when

discussing those who are dying before ever having God's

word in their heart language! So pray we (who have over

90 full English versions! ) might do our part so that they

can translate God's word, and that all these might also

arrive SAFELY HOME.

Oddz & Endz
Oddz & Endz invites anyone with an interest in furniture

and household goods to join our staff of volunteers. If

you know about fixing, re-purposing, re-designing, or just

dusting furniture stop in and see if you can help. Flexible

hours (minutes) meet your busy life style. The only

requirement is that you can laugh and enjoy. Contact

Barb Jansen at ODDZ&ENDZ 370-7842




